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Bridgman Girl Is Blossom Queen 


Deborah Zemke Crowned 


. 
BY ARLYS DERRICK 


Women's Editor 


"Once Upon A 
Blossom 


Time" — theme of the 3973 Miss 
Blossomtime pageant — was the 
fairy tale that became reality 
Monday night for Deborah 
Zemke, Bridgman's 1973 queen. 


She received her crown and 


title as Miss Blossomtime 1973 
before a capacity audience in 
the Benton Harbor high school 
in a setting of royal splendor 
and glitter. 


Her first 
runner-up 
was 


Melissa Ann Young, Miss Wa- 


• tervliet, and second runner-up 


was Jilt Herman, Miss Benton 
Harbor. 


The new Miss Blossomtime is 


the daughter of Mr. and Mrs 
Robert Zemke, route 1, Ott 
road, Bridgman. She is 18, a 
senior at Bridgman high school, 
lias blonde hair and green eyes. 
She was the 1972 homecoming 
queen at Bridgman high school 
and her hobbies are bowling, 


high school where she was a 
cheerleader for four years and 
was in the homecoming and 
Snow queen courts. She likes 
swimming, bowling, water ski- 
ing, and writing poetry. Her 
hair and her eyes are brown. 


Parents of the second runner-. 


up, Jill Hernum, 18, arc Mr. and 
Mrs. 
Arthur 
Herman, 
7(il) 


McAHsler, Benlon Harbor Har- 
bor. She is a senior at Benton 
Harbor high school where she 
has 
received 
'ehccrleading 


•awards. Her hobbies are swim- 
ming and skating. She also has 
brown hair and brown eyes. 


Awards for the best staged 


contesls in the area were Riven 
(« U'aleryliet, first; Cassopolis, 
second, and Baroila, third. 


Honorable mention went to 
Bloomingtlale and Dowagiac. 


Orion Samuelson of WGN-TV, 


Chicago, 
was 
master 
of 


ceremonies [or the tenth year. 
He will also lake part in this 


(See Page 13, Sec. 1 Col. 4) 


MISS BLOSSOMTIME: Koyal title of Miss Blossomtime 1973 was given to 
'Deborah Zemke, Miss Bridgman, in the annual pageant held Monday night at 
Benton Harbgr hifih school auditoriurri She plans to attend Lake Michigan 
college to major in business. She was crowned in a "Once Upon A Blossom- 
Time" setting where 27 other southwestern community queens competed for 
the 1973 crown. (Staff photo by Harry Smith) 


More 
Inside 


Pictures of the runnersup 


in the Blossom Queen con- 
test along with a picture of 
queens from years gone by 
and an article on the color- 
ful event are on front page 
of section two. 


swimming, and singing. 


First 
runner-up, 
Missy 


Young, 17, is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Young, 336 
Paw Paw avenue, Watervliet. 
She is a senior at Watervliet 


Only Three Disaster 
Loans For Berrien 


Bombing 
Seen As 
Warning 
To Reels 


By MIKE SHANAIIAN 


AP Military Writer 


WASHINGTON (AP) - By 


ordering U.S. warplanes back 
over Laos, President Nixon has 
signaled the North Vietnamese 
he will tolerate no dramatic 
military actions by the Com- 
munists without equally sharp 
American response. 


The announcement that B52 


bombers are again hitting Lao- 
tian targets after a lapse of 
seven weeks came hours after 
North Vietnamese ami Com- 
munist 
Pathct 
Lao 
forces 


overran a to«-n and two small 
military outposts. 


Pentagon officials said the 


Communist forces which took 
control of Tha Vieng were sup- 
ported by tanks and heavy ar- 
tillery. 


"This was a flagrant and 


brutal violation of the cease- 
fire," one official said. Spokes- 
man Jerry W. Friedheim said 
the Pentagon views the fighting 
s "a major violation of the 
ceasefire." 


At the White House, Deputy 


Press Secretary Gerald L. 
Warren said only that "we are 
very concerned about the mag- 
nitude of the violations by the 


(See Page 13, Sec. I Col. 6) 


SAIGON BEGGARS: A blind war veteran is led by his child as he and his family 
make the begging rounds or downtown Saigon. The family is among a dozen or 
so that make tlieir livings from passcrsby in the South Vietnamese capital, f AP 
Wirephoto) 


All hut three of some 170 


applications made by lakefront 
property owners in Berrien 
county for disaster "loans" for 
Nov. 15 storm damage have 
been turned down. 


Tom 
McCall, director of 


the 
county 
emergency 


preparedness office, said he was 
informed of the heavy rate of 
turndowns by William .1. Me- 
teer, disaster office manager in 
the Small Business Administra- 


tion office, Detroit. 


Disapproval reportedly was 


based on the interpretation that 
the beachfront losses were the 
result of erosion rather than a 
natural disaster storm. McCall 
quoled Meteer as saying the 
decision 
"was 
made 
in 


Washington." 


At the same time, County 


Commissioner R.J. Burkholx 
mited lhat SBA representatives 
are scheduled (o return .here 


soon to accept applications for 
disaster assistance as result of 
another, March 
16, storm. 


Burkholz, who worked with 
lakefront owners on the first 
round of applications, declared 
that the county wants an 
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explanation for not granting 
disaster aid to the applications. 


"We don't want to be part of a 


merry-go-round again," he as- 
serted. 


According to McCall, the 


three disaster loan applications ' 
that were approved involved 
wells that were contaminated or 
left unuseable by the Nov. 15 
storm. 


The natural disaster program 


provides low interest 
loans— 


with 
the 
first 
$5,000 for- 


given—and tax breaks. 


One of the first- letters of 


rejection of a disaster loan- 
application, received hy a 
resident of Lions Park drive in 
St. Joseph, was- presented 
before the St. Joseph city com- 
mission last night. 


The city's newly appointed 


citizen's committee on disaster 
rellet presented the letter of 
rejection to 
city commis- 


sioners. The applicant for SBA 


(Sec Page.13, Sec. 1 Col. I) 


Martha Wants To Talk 


Says White House Lies 


MARTHA MITCHEfX 


By FRANCES LKH'INE 
Associated Press Wriler 


WASHINGTON 
(AP) 
— 


Martha 
Mitchell says she's 


anxious to tell t!i<> Senate com- 
mittee investigating (lie Water- 
rule case "same, things they 
never heard in their life." 


But she said she doubts Hint 


Sen. Satn .1. Ervin's invest]gat- 
ing committee will ask her to 
testify because "the While 
House is trying to discredit" her 
assertions. 


Mrs. 
Mitchell 
made 
the 


•statements in a telephone call 
Monday 
to The Associated 


Press. 


She accused Hie White Honsn 


of telling "a lie" when it denied 
that President Nixon met Sa- 
turday 
with 
her 
husband. 


former Ally. Gen. John N. 
Mitchell, at the White House. 


Deputy 
Press 
Secretary 


Gerald L. Warren said that 
.Mitchell was at the While House 
Saturday and conferred with 
presidential ;ml<\s, )>ut denied 
again that Nixon and Mitchell 
cither 
met 
or 
talked by 


telephone. 


Mrs. Mitchell said Hie Satur- 


day meeting came about after 
she received a telephone call 
"which came in from Ibe Wliitc' 
House and Mr. President want- 
ed Mr. Mitchell down thero." If 
Mitchell wasn't giiing to meet 
the President, she said, "there 
would have been mi reason for 
him to have gone." 


She said of the While House 


denial: "That's a God-blessed 


lie. You can say it's not so, that 
they're lying from the begin- 
ning to the end." 


She said she had sent Nixon, a 


personal - message 
to 
he 


delivered by her husband "and 
he received it and sent me back 
a personal message" through 
Mitchell when he returned to 
New York. 


Mrs. Mitchell has said that 


she thinks an effort is being 
made to make her husband a 
scapegoat in the Watergate 
scandal and she said "they 
won't pin anything on my hus- 
band." 


Although she indicated that 


she knows nothing about the 
Watergate case itself, 
Mrs, 


(See Page 13, Sec. 1 Col. 8) 


Nixon Considering Price Freeze 


HARD-HITTING SPEECH: Prpsident Nixon, in a 
hard hitting speech Monday in Washington before 
the AFL-CIO National Legislative and Safety 
Conference, said those who would cut the defense 
budget will have to take the responsibility for 
"sabotaging" the forthcoming negotiations on 
nuclear arms limitation and 'mutual reduction of 
forces in Europe. (AP Wirephoto) 


WASHINGTON (AP) - President Nixon has won House 


approval of legislation continuing his price-control authority, 
and administration sources say he may use it to impose a new 
freeze. 


That report came Monday, after the House passed, 293 to 114, 


a bill giving Nixon essentially what he asked: extension of his 
.economic control powers lor a year with minimum restrictions 
on his discretion. 


Ihe administration sources said Nixon has been presented 


recommendations ranging from a freeze, to lightening of the 
present largely voluntary controls, to a Irce market system 
without controls. The President's decision should come "very 
quickly," the sources added. 


Treasury Secretary George P. Shullz has come around to the 


view that controls in the present economic climate must b« 
.tightened, the sources said. Shultz Is known (o oppose economic 
controls and wants to see them, phased out. 


The administration moved to the largely voluntary Phase 3 


control system on Jan. 11, Many economists outside the ad- 


ministration said this gave a big psychological boost for price 
increases. Organized labor has said Nixon should lighten con- 
trols now, adding that labor unions will he forced !o seek large 


• wage settlements unless strong action is laken on the price 


from. 


Nixon's authority over economic controls is due to expire 


April 30. 


The final measure extending his authority will be shaped in 


conference with the Senate. But that body also rejected 
congressional price ceilings when it approved the one-year ex- 
tension, so the conference cannot write them in. 


The Senate bill provides for rent controls in metropolitan 


areas when vacancies in low and moderate cost housing fall 
below 5.5 per cent. 


A freeze at existing levels was proposed in the House, but it 


lost, 263 to 139. The House also tossed out proposals for a roll- 
back to the levels of March 16; a rollback to Jan. 10, the last day 
of Phase 2, and for an extension of only 60 days.. 


The House outcome slung Democratic leaders there, who had 


worked in vain for a compromise. Republican ranks held vir- 
tually intact, 
but 
many 
Democrats voted with 
the 


Republicans—97 on the proposal for a ceiling at current levels. 


"We have not heard Hie end of these issues," Chairman 


Wright Patman, D-Tex., of the House Banking Committee, said 
after the final vote. 


"When the consumer price index is released in a lew days, it 


will clearly indicate just how wrong these actions were here 
today." 


The Labor Department is scheduled lo release Friday its 


report on consumer prices during March. It is expected to show 
another sharp increase in the cost of living. 


The Commerce Department is to release on Thursday its first 


quarter report on Ihe Gross National Product. It Is expected lo 
show lhat while the economy expanded strongly the rate of 
inflation accelerated sharply during the first thr«o months of 
this year. 
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Needs A Tow 


Lottery Winner's Mate 
Proves The Lucky One 


Greater love than this has no third 


wife. 


Mrs. Ethel DcLcon, 19, of Taylor, 


Mich., won $50,000 in the state lottery. 
Her husband, Roy J., 29, used $5,000 of 
it to pay off a child support debt that 
had caused him to face criminal 
charges. 


According to Keith Beaver, chief 


assistant of the Kent County Friend of 
the Court in Grand Rapids, DeLeon 
was charged last May with contempt 
of Kent circuit court when he failed to 
make $30 weekly support payments for 
two of his children living in Grand 
Rapids with DeLeon's second wife. 
DeLeon has been married three times. 


Last Wednesday, DeLeon paid off his 


debt in cash: §4,658 back payments, 
plus $68 in court fees and warrant 
costs. 


"This guy walks in here with a 


buddy," said Beaver, "and he says: 
'How much do I owe?' 


"I, told him and he says: 'Fine, 


where do I pay it?' 


."I says: 'Wait a minute, where'd you 


get all this money?' And he says: 'I 
won a $50,000 lottery last week.'" 


DeLeon's money came from the lot- 


tery all right. Except that his current 
wife, Ethel, won it. 


Interviewed by reporters, she ad- 


mitted she had given her husband the 
money to pay off his child support 
debt: 


"That's mostly what I was praying 


for. To win so he could start to live a 
normal life all over." 


The DeLeons have been married/ two 


years. They have five children at 
home, ranging from 12 years to one 
year. Three of the children are from 
his first marriage and two are from 
the current marriage, his third. 


DeLeon's divorced second wife, 


Margaret, lives in Grand Rapids with 
two 
more 
children 
from 
that 


marriage. 


Anyone 
would be hard 
put to 


imagine a case in which a lottery prize 
worked more immediate miracles. 
Without it, DeLeon might have gone to 
jail; his second wife and her two 
children might have gone without 
support. 


As for Mrs. DeLeon, she gets a 


chance at the "normal life" she 
prayed for. Time will tell whether she 
made a wise investment. 


It Could Be Rough Year 
On Nation's Labor Front 


This could be a rough year on the 


labor 
front. 
Around 
4.7 million 


workers will be covered in contract 
bargaining in 1973, as opposed to 2.8 
million covered by negotiations last 
year. Moreover, as Nation's Business 
magazine notes, "Unions going to bat 
for new contracts include some of the 
biggest, richest and most militant- 
tile teamsters, meatcutters, rubber 
workers,. . .West Coast longshoremen, 
machinists at most leading arilines 
and the United Auto Workers in the 
auto and farm machinery industries." 


With inflation running rampant, 


labor negotiators might ordinarily be' 
expected to demand exorbitant wage 
increases. But the few big contracts 
negotiated so far this year—involving 
the garment workers, oil. chemical 
and atomic workers and the rail 
unions—provided for wage and benefit 
raises in the 7 to 8 per cent range 
These increases exceed the 5.5 per 
cent federal wage guideline, but limy 
appear modest compared with 
I he 


average increase of 13 per cent in 1970. 


The next major labor contract, now 


being negotiated by the United Rubber 
Workers (UR) 
and 
four 
major 


manufacturers, 
may 
well 
fit 
the 


prevailing wage pattern. According lo 
Business Week, the union "has its 
sights on an increase of 10 per cent to 
11 per cent in the first year of a three- 
year contract, to be followed by 51/2 per 
cent to 6 per cent in the second and 
third years. This adds up to a gain of 
20 per cent to 25 per cent over the 
contract term—or about 7 per cent to 8 
per cent a year." 


Contracts involving the URW and 


four major rubber companies—Fires- 
tone, 
Goodrich, 
Goodvear, 


Uniroyal— expire this week, April 19 
and 20. 


As usual, labor negotiators this year 


are passing for a wide ange of new or 
expanded fringe benefits. "Thirty 
years and out" is an increasingly 
popular 
slogan 
among 
workers 


seeking early retiretrreni or at least 
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the'option of early retirement. The UR 
wants its members to be eligible for 
retirement after 25 years; regardless 
of age, with 
a 
S250-a-monlh 


supplement to early retirement pay to 
tide workers over until their Social 
Security checks start coming in. 


Furthermore, the labor movement 


has a vital interest in a number of na- 
tional issues. These include cutback in 
federally funded manpower training 
programs, tax change consumerism, 
the minimum wage level, and such 
proposed programs as national health 
insurance and federal controls on 
pensions. 


Labor's major legislative interest in 


1573, however, centers on the protec- 
tionist 
Burke-Hartke 
bill. 
This 


measure would, among other things, 
drastically roll back imports through 
mandatory quotas, increase taxation 
on multi-national corporations, and 
empower the President to prohibit the 
export of capital and technology. 


Historically, Ihe American Labor 


movement has supported free trade. 
But the rising tide of imports forced a 
change of heart. The shoe, radio, and 
garment industries, to name only a 
few", have been hit hard by lower- 
priced foreign goods. As a result, 
numerous plants have closed or moved 
overseas, 
throwing thousands 
of • 


Americans out of work. 


The United Steel Workers union es- 


timates that (here would have been 
110,000 more jobs in U.S. steel mills in 
1971 if there had been no imports. To 
prevent further erosion, that militant 
union recently concluded a remarka- 
ble no-strike, no-lockout agreement 
with the steel companies for their 1974 
contract talks. 


Well Chosen Words 


There is a common and frequently valid 


complaint in both business and academic 
circles that students often fail to learn the 
English language and acquire an ability 
to use words. 


In one small midwestern school the 


faculty is doing something about the 
problem. Fifth and sixth graders are 
being taught vocabulary and advanced 
reading by finding ways of elaborately 
stating familiar phrases. 


For example: "A solid rotating mass 


does not accumulate any bryophytic 
plants." Not too hard: A rolling stone 
gathers no moss. 


This one is more complex: "Avoidance 


of speculative enterprise precludes 
profit." Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained. 


Chances are that none of the students 


exposed to this course will turn out to be a 
literary giant as a result. But think of the 
possibilities in certain other callings. 


With this kind of linguistic background, 


any one of them will be qualified to write 
reports for government agencies. 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


BREAK GROUND 


• FOR HIGH SCHOOL 


— 1 Year Ago — 


Ground breaking ceremonies 


wore conducted this morning 
south of Scottdale for a 200- 
studcnl Michigan Lutheran high 
school building. 


Members of the hoard of 


regents, the building committee 
and the faculty took part in the 
ceremonies on a 50-aere tract 
located on Marquette Woods 
road, one-quarter mile west of 
Scolldale road in Royalton 
township. The classroom area of 
tlie new structure is scheduled 
for completion in time lo move 
the expanding school there at 
the start of the 1972-73 school 
year in September, according lo 
the Rev. Kcrmit W. Bieden- 


bender, secretary of the board 
of regents. 


NEW COMMITTEE 


CREATED BY TICKNOR 


— 10 Years Ago — 


The formation of a couple of 


important new committees and 
a move toward clearer unders- 
tanding between the Berrieii 
County board of supervisors as 
a whole and its 
powerful 


Finance committee took place 
this morning. 


Supervisors who met at the 


county courthouse today in the 
second of three April meetings 
got • thier committee assign- 
ments and several surprises 
from 
newly elected 
board 


chairman Dr. Robert Tieknor. 
Ticknor announced the appoint- 
ment of a five-man Care-for- 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


.' FAMILY DISAPPOINTED 


AT NEWS POLICY 


Editor, 


Just wanted to let you know 


that we disagree with your 
policy of not publishing news 
items free. We'realize you have 
to make a profit, but also think 
you owe your loyal and faithful 
readers a service, without them 
you wouldn't have a business. 


So-be-il that "to pay" is your 


policy, but when you put "ad- 
vertisement" 
under 
our 


mother's picture and announ- 
cement it was the "last straw". 


We only wanted to let the 


community help us honor her 
on her 75th birthday at an open 
house. We are so thankful she is 
still in good health and still with 
us and you made il sound like 
some cheap affair. 


We were very dissapoinled. ' 
The children of Marie Enders 
P.O.Box 546 
Watervliel 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Sorry, but 


Ibis newspaper does not publish 
articles on birthday parties un- 
lil Ihe celebrant reaches 80. 
There arc simply too many. The 
paid notice was inserted by a 
member 
of Mrs. Enders' 


family. 


SINFUL HEART 


GREATEST THREAT 


Editor, 


On the radio one day I heard 


a 
woman 
criticizing Billy 


Graham for not condeming 
Communism, saying, he said, il 
isn't his business to say who is 
right and who is wrong. Billy 
Graham's business is to lead 
people 
to 
believe 
in 
Ihe 


redeeming 
blood 
of Jesus 


Christ, shed for our sins. 


Communism isn't the only 


threat to mankind, man's own 
sinful rebellious heart is the 
greatest threat to his soul. 
When I listen lo Billy Graham, 
I realize he isn't speaking 
negatively about anything but 
sin in general. He is speaking 
positively 
to 
Protestants, 


Catholics, Hebrews, Athiests, 
Communists, Buddists, and any 
other religion you can name, 
telling (hem Jesus shed his 
blood for their sins and to 
"Hclieve on the Lord Jesus- 


Christ and Thou Shalt be 
Saved," Acls 17-31. 


There seems to be hundreds 


of religions in the world, but in 
truth there are only two — the 
believers in Jesus and the un- 
believers. 


If death should come to you 


today, do you have that won- 
derful assurance of the gift 
everlasting 
life that Jesus 


earned for you? 


Jesus is my Savior — Let Him 


be yours. 


Jane Archer Nelson 
4fiI7 River road 
Sodus. 


WAR CALLED 


• 
BIG WASTE 


Editor, 


I guess I need rny glasses 


changed, or new batteries for 
my hearing aid or have I been a 
Rip Van Winkle or what has 
happened—it seems that the 
year 1945 the second World War 
ended. But the rumors and lies 
of TV and radio says we have 
prisoners of war coming home 
— from Viet Nam. Who made 
this a war, the reporters, news- 
papers, TV, and radio? Who 
declared this war, Congress 
didn't. Who declared war. in 
Korea? Are these men prisoners 
of war? Nobody declared war. 


Are they prisoners of our 


mistake? The blame belongs on 
our past presidents who had 
their private fight. 


It is about time the world's 


people accepted the fact that 
war is nothing hut a stupid 
waste of lime, ef/orl, properly 
and human lives! 


J.F. Hayes 
Bcnton Harbor 


Rev. Abernathy 
Due At MSU 


EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) 


— The Rev. Ralph Abcrnalhy, 
president 
of 
the Southern 


Christian 
Leadership 


conference, will address a 
Michigan 
"Convocation 
for 


Racial Justice" at Michigan 
State University April 24. 


Some 300 organizations are' 


expected 
to 
send 
several 


hundred delegates to the ses- 
sion. 


the-Aged committee to take 
over administration of the con- 
troversial county hospital annex 
project, and also the setting up, 
with appointments to be an- 
nounced later, of a new com- 
'mittee on county water and 
sewage problems. 


YANK PLANES 
HIT GERMANY 


— 2J Years Ago — 


A vast fleet of probably more 


than 2,000 United States planes 
attacked Berlin and other Ger- 
man cities today, touching off 
what the Nazis said were violent 
and prolonged air battles. 


More than 7SO of the invading 


aircraft-were Fortresses and 
Liberators; the rest were Thun- 
derbolt, Mustang and Lightning 
fighters seeking out the German 
air force for destruction before 
D-day, With air power to spare, 
other Liberators blasted the 
Calais invasion coast of France. 


MISS STEVENSVILLE 
- 35 Years Ago - 


Miss Marion Dorothy Hetler 


is Stevensville's candidate for 
Blossom Queen this season. She 
is a brunette 'and was chosen 
from a field of 10. 


AWARDED CONTRACT 


— 49 Years Ago — 


. SchluU Brothers of St. Joseph 
have been awarded the contract 
for construction of a two-story 
brick 
veneer residence on 


Napier avenue for 
August 


Schadler. 


NEW STEAMER 
— 59 Years Ago — 


The 
St. 
Joseph-Chicago 


Steamship 
company 
may 


purchase 
the 
steamer, 


Eastland, one of the finest and 
fastest passenger ships on the 
Great Lakes. 


MAN CONTRACTS 
— 81 Years Ago — 


Mr. Wheeler, the builder, has 


many contracts for new build- 
ings, among them two new 
buildings in the Gard addition. 


BERRY'S WORLD 


Plausibility Must 


Guide Watergate 


.WASHINGTON (NBA) - The 


most essential endeavor right 
now in the Watergate bugging 
case and relaled undercover 
activities is to evaluate properly 
what top Nixo'n aide H. R. (Bob) 
Haldeman says about it all. He 
may have helped considerably 
to define the uncharted parts of 
the story. 


It is presently well • es- 


tablished, of course, that in his 
recent 
unprecedented 
and 


uncharacteristic talk with a 
sizable group of Republican 
congressmen on Capitol Hill, 
Haldeman took personal res- 
ponsibility for ordering "sur- 
veillance" activities directed 
toward the Democratic parly 
and its presidential candidates 
in 1972. 


At the same time, he gave his 


listeners to understand he . 
neither directed nor knew about 
the bugging of the'Democrats' 
Watergate offices. 


In dealing with this -whole 


complex enterprise, the test ot 
plausibility must constantly be 
applied. This inevitably in- 
volves trying to gauge the 
honesty, the general character 
and the nature of the proved, 
acknowledged or alleged par- 
ticipants in the spying and 
sabotage efforts. 


One influential Republican 


who knows some of these people 
reasonably well and feels con- 
fident about 
judging them 


thinks a fair number are capa- 
ble of lying with ease and com- 
fort. But he makes a strong 
exception of Haldeman. Says 
this man: 


"Haldeman would find it very 


difficult to lie. He's just not like 
that." 


If, then, Haldeman told it 


straight 
to those 
listening 


congressmen, where does that 
leave us? 


Lqoking downward, toward 


those individuals who sought to 
execute Haldeman's order for 
surveillance plans "got out of 
hand." 
; 


Only when the meaning of 


that phrase is scrupulously 
fleshed out with specifics can 
' we hope to fix key responsibility 
for the uglier aspects of the 1972 
activity, including Watergate. 
These involved trying to "get 
something" on top Democratic 
aspirants, and the use of such 
information to damage their 
prospects. This, obviously, is a 
good distance from jilmply 
"keeping track" of what they 
were doing and saying. 


Certainly the open probings'of 


the Ervin committee in the 
Senate will draw (ml vastly 
more detail from some of the 
participants than we have 
today. But the ultimate goal in 
all inquiry has to be to deter- 
mine-who ordered the Water- 
gate bugging and possibly other 
bugging still no£ disclosed — 
and who if anyone might have 
gone beyond his orders in 
executing spying assignments. 


Former Attorney General 


John Mitchell, later heading the 
President's re-election commit- 
,tee, plainly had substantial 
authority. But he has denied 
again and again any prior 
.knowledge 
of 
Watergate. 


Charles Colson, White House 
aide who hired 
old 
friend 


Howard Hunt, convicted Water- 
gate participant, has taken a lie 
detector test to reinforce his 
assertion that he in his turn had 
no prior knowledge. 
(Most 


Washington 
observers 
are 


unimpressed by that test, since 
it was taken under special, 
controlled conditions seeming 
to guarantee a verdict of Col- 
son's truthfulness.) 


Witchcraft Raises 


Religious Issue 


NASHUA, N.H. - Flash! 


Religion has reared its ugly 
head in the public school system 
of this medium-sized city. 
However, lest the Supreme 
Court rush into emergency ses- 
sion and Justice Douglas mount 
the rhetorical barricades to 
defend the separation of church 
and state, and lust the American 
Civil Liberties 
Union grow 


apoplectic, I hasten to reassure 
everyone that the religion in 
question is not Christianity 
Whew! ' 


It's witchcraft. At Nashua 


High 
School, 
the 
English 


department is offering a course 
called "Witchcraft and Mys- 
ticism," in which a number of 
strange things apparently are 
occurring. The sludenls dig into 
books on astrology, witchcraft, 
and various other aspects of the 
occult, as you might expect in 


not surprisingly, several local 
clergymen 
have 
become 


alarmed 
since the students 


seem not only to be studying 
witchcraft but actually practic- 
ing it. 


One local minister disclosed 


to the press that reports had 
been reaching Him of occult ri- 
tuals, spells and curses. He said 
that students had come to him 
believing themselves to be 
under the threat of death. 


Now all of Ihis is probably es- 


sentially farcical, but it also 
obviously violates the First 
Amendment as interpreted by 
the Court in the school prayer 
decision. If you can't say the 
Lord's Prayer or even read 
aloud some passages of scrip- 
ture on public school premises, 
certainly it follows that you 
can't stick pins in a doll, collect 


•K, WJ kr MM, I« 


"It's part of the new inspection procedures.'" 


uccuii, as you mignt expect in 
<,«<.•» i«i™ in a mm, UHIEVL 


such a course, but, further and . bat's blo°d, or inscribe mystical 
' 
pentagrams either. 


The school prayer decision, 


you will note, went far beyond 
the separation of church and 
slate. It implied that separation 
of religion and state, for even 
non-denominational prayer was 
banned. And viewed in that 
light, 
certainly, 
witchcraft 


clearly qualifies as a religion. 
Historically, it has its roots in 
the murk of antiquity, and led a 
lively religious existence well 
past the Renaissance, combin- 
ing 
folk 
traditions, pagan 


elements, local superstitions 
and parodistic spmoffs 
from 


Christianity Such as the Black 
Mass. 
By 
any 
normal 


anthropological 
standards, 


witchcraft is a religion. 


One local Nashua minister 


was alert to some of the Ironies 
in the situation. School officials, 
he noted, had never established 
courses in the Bible. It ap- 
parently had not occurred to the 
English department to do so. 
Prayer groups had not, so far as 
he knew, received the en- 
couragement of the public 
schools. Indeed, if they had, it 
probably would have divided the 
community and maybe precipi- 
tated a constitutional crisis. But 
here we are in the middle of 
witchcraft revival at Ihe school 
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Tree Planting 
Depends On 
Citizen Help 


Hundreds Of Maples Witt 


Make BH Greener 


New trees—sturdy Norway 


hard maples—may be planted 
by the hundreds on Iree lawns 
throughout Benton Harbor over 
the coming years. 


Plantings will start this year, 


under a program adopted by 
the city commission last night. 
The program, advanced by City 
Manager Charles A. Morrison, 
hinges only on the willingness 
of property owners to care for 
the newly planted trees. It's 
simple: 


"A citizen wanting a tree 


planted on the tree lawn in 
front of his home would submit 
a written request to the city 
public works department. The 
city would then agree to place 


CHARLES A. MORRISON 


Unveils Tree Program 


For BH Residents 


a new seedling tree at that 
location, if the property owner 
would sign an agreement to 
take care of the tree. Each 
property owner would receive a 
booklet on tree care." 
. Morrison told the commis- 
sion that since last Nov. 25, the 
'city removed 71 diseased or 
damaged trees from tree lawns 
around the cily. 


Morrison stated simply that 


the backbone of the program is 


...willingness of property owners 


to care for the new trees. 


The trees will be Norway 


maple saplings, each about- 
eight feet tall. Costs, all footed 
by the city, are pegged at ?7 
per sapling, plus labor costs of 
$3 to $6 per planting. Morrison 
figured 
it also may 
cost 


between §50 and $100 for the 
city to publicize the program. 


Some limitations were seen: 


the nunber of trees.that can be 
purchased, length of the plant- 
ing season, and availability of 
city personnel to plant the 
trees. 


"Given these factors," stated 


Morrison, "it is felt that 
100-200 trees can be planted in 
each planting season — if ci- 
tizen interest is generated." 


The commission In other 


business voted to hire B.R. 
Miller 
& 
Associates,, 
a 


municipal management selec- 
tion and placement firm based 
at Bloomfield Hills, Mich., lo 
.join the search for a police 
chief. 


Morrison said 75 applicants 


• for the job will be considered, 


along with others. The police 
chief's post has not been filled 
since William McClaran left 
•last 
July. 
Currently, 
Lt. 


Meredith Rynearson is serving 
as acting chief. 
•Edward 
Miller, 
firm 


president, stated in a letter 
that the city would be billed for 
actual time spent and out-of- 
pocket 
expenses 
incurred. 


(See Page 13, Sec. 1 Col. 7) 


BIGGEST EVER? The American Steamship self- 
unloader, H. Lee White, delivered 15,568 tons of 
limestone at the Koran dock, St. Joseph, Monday 
Shipwatchers say the White is the largest cargo 
ship ever to enter the St. Joseph harbor. The White 
is 672 feet long and 68 feet wide, draws 39 feet when 
fully loaded and is powered by 6,000 horsepower 
engines. The ship, according to Fred Krause 
steamship and harbor buff, is a converted ocean- 


going tanker. IT was originally built in Mobile, 
Ala., in 1945. The limestone came from Port Inland, 
near Escanaba. Four thousand tons will go to 
Koran Redi-Mix and the rest to Cook Nuclear Plant 
Bridgman according to Manager Jim Maxwell. The 
SS Alsorail, 647 feet long, was the previous holder 
of the biggest ship in the harbor when it unloaded 
13,000 tons of-salt Oct. 26, 1971. (Staff Photo) 


SJ Asks Army Engineers 
To Protect Water Plant 


St. Joseph cily commissioners last night asked the U.S. Army 


.Corps of Engineers lo conslruct a 600-700 fobfproteclive bank in 
front of the city's water plant at the south end oi Lions Park 
drive. ' 


The resolution by the commissioners said the city's water 


plant is threatened by erosion and that immediate action is 
. necessary to protect the city's water supply. 


Under the Flood Control Act of 1946'the U.S. Army Corps of 


Engineers is authorized to construct emergency bank protection 
work to prevent flood damage to highways, bridge approaches 
and water plants. Federal participation is $50,000. 


Cily Manager Leland Hill said preliminary estimates in- 


dicated construction work would cost about $130,000 but that 
engineers are still working on the design. He predicted the total 
cost would be between §140,000 and §200,000. 


Hill noted that the Army Corps would let the contract and 


supervise construction resulting in a considerable saving to the 
city in engineering costs. 


Hill said the protective bank would consist of rock, tons of 


gravel and a plastic sheet in between. 


Commissioners directed Hill to discuss with the commission 


appointed citizen's committee bringing 200 yards of riffraff to 


the flood damaged Lions Park beach area. 


The Lions Park drive residents told the commission that a 


private firm has offered to bring riffraff to the beach at a cost of 
$400 and they asked the city to pay the bill. 


The city originally offered to haul the riffraff far a cost of 


$1,044. Hill said city vehicles have less capacity and would 
require 40 trips to haul the riffraff while the commercial carrier 
could do it in' about 7 trips. 


In other business, commissioners:' 
Approved a request by the Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 96 


for a liquor license for a dance May 19 at Shadowland ballroom. 


Approved requests from Michigan Special Olympics for a 


walk-a-thon April 20 and a tag day April 21 to help retarded 
children. 


Received a fourth request for a cale television franchise from 


Continental Cablevision of Michigan, Inc. and extended until 
May 14 the deadline for filing an application by Southwestern 
Michigan Cable T.V., Inc. 


Mayor Franklin Smith proclaimed April 23 lo 28 as School Bus 


Safety week and the month of April as Cancer month for raising 
funds for research to conquer cancer. 


SEAWALL REINFORCEMENTS: Crane unloads 
limestone from railroad cars near C & O station in 
St. Joseph as part of $525,000 worth o'f addition to 
seawall along Red Arrow highway in St. Joseph. 
About 11,000 tons of limestone, were shipped from 
Illinois, with biggest rock weighing over eight tons. 


Rocks will be moved to site via trucks, and project 
is expected to be completed in early August. Cons- 
truction will raise height of seawall by three feet 
About 2,300 feet of 6,000-foot wall was damaged 
during St. Patrick's day storm. The $2.2 million 


seawall was started in 1970, and completed last 
year. Repairs will be made by L.W. Lamb Co. of 
Holland, who built orginal wall. New construction 
was approved by State Highway Department 
(Walter M. Booth photo) 


Dr. Dean Ray 
Won't Seek 
Re-Election 


President Of SJ School 
Board Stepping Down 


Dr. Dean K. Ray announced Monday night he will not be a can- 


didate for re-election lo the St. Joseph BOARD OF Education. 


First elected to the board in 


19B1, Dr. Hay is completing his 
third four-year term. He has 
been president since 1967. 


The 
Board 
of Education 


agreed to meet next Monday lo 
set 
an 
operating 
millage 


•proposal lo be voted on June 11. 
This decision came aflcr the 
board members discussed Ihe 
1373-74 budget for over two 
hours 
Monday 
night. 


Specifically, 
the 
board' 


members asked for data on two 
special programs they arc con- 
sidering — adding two remedial 
reading specialists and ins- 
talling hot lunch programs in 
the Ihree cily schools. 


Supt. Richard Ziehmer and 


Business 
Manager 
Dennis 


Percy went through the budget 
line by line in describing a 
school program that is essen- 
tially the same as this year. 
Under this program there would 
be no operating lax increase. 
The board would ask voters to 
renew 4.3 mills that have ex- 
pired. 


Percy came up with a budget 


that totals §4,316,675, a reduc- 
tion of $209,525 from the budget 
sent to the allocation board. 
That 
budget 
would 
have 


required an additional two mills 
in operating taxes. 


The citizens advisory council 


has reported to the board of 
education that it believes a 
millage figure the same as last 
year would be approved but' 
doubts if an increase would be 
successful. 


The budget takes into con- 


sideration 
an 
anlicipaled. 


enrollment reduction will per- 
mit eight fewer teachers and 
Ziehmer and Percy sketched 
other reductions from their 
previous financial list. 


But the desirability of ex- 


panding 
remedial 
reading 


programs and providing hot 
lunches for pupils attending 
city schools brought a demand 
for data lo use in making the 
decision. 


/ichmer pointed out that the 


school system has made a con- 
certed effort to cut the dropout 
rate from 15 to eight per cent. In 
many cases it is these pupils, 
who formerly quit school at 16 
years of age, who need reading 
help. 


Sonic youngsters attending 


city schools walk considerable 
distances fo and from homes at 
noon. Another large group is 
bused lo Ihe city schools. These 
youngsters do not have a place 
to eat their lunches Ziehmer 
pointed out. He said having hot 
lunches available would bring a 
service to city schools that is 
provided in the three suburban 
schools. 


Two hoard members will be 


elected at the election June II. 
Douglas Burr, who was named 
fo Ihe board lo fill Ihe unexpired 
term of Wendell Voss, said' 
Monday.he has not made lip his 
mind whether he will seek re- 
election. 


Dr. Hay in a statement'said: 


"my decision in no way reflects 
any disenchantment of Ihe 
community, 
administration, 


teachers or school personnel. 


"There have been increasing 


demands on my time," Dr. Ray 


DR. DEAN K. RAY 
12 Years on Board 


give the attention to school 
problems that I would like to. 


"I also believe,1' Dr. Ray 


continued, "that there are many 
younger, more competent per- 
•sons in the community that 
could represent the community 
better than I can. 


"It has been a tremendous 


experience. I feel that I have 
received much greater rewards 
in personal satisfaction than 
what I have contributed as a 
board member." 


The board voted lo join with 


other local government units to 
appeal the decision of Berrien 
Circuit Judge Chester Byrns 
giving the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineer tax free 
status. 


Films On 
Ecology To 
Be Shown 


EAU CLAIRE - As ils con- 


tribution to Earth Week, (he 
Eco-Aclion club of Eau Claire 
high school will present a series 
of free film showings each 
evening Ihrough Ihe remainder 
of this week. 


Showings, starling tonight 


and running through Friday, 
will be in the biology room of 
Eau Claire high school from 7 to 
8:30. 


The films will cover various 


facets of the ecology, including 
resources, population, energy 
recycling and man's environ- 
ment. 


The club also will present a 


at the Sodns township libr 
7:30. 


., .... 
- ------ - 
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Dcnton Kime is faeiiliv iri 


said "that make lt difficult to visor lo Ihe student group 


Shoreham Apartments Win Final Approval 


The request was approved without dissent from the audience 


of about 16 persons, although at the Feb. 20 public hearing, 
about 100 citizens voiced their opinions on the projecl. 


St. Joseph township trustees last night unanimously approved 


a zonine change that signals a go ahead for construction of a 
J3.R million aparlmcntx:omplex near Shoreham. 


The request came from the American Homestead Corp. of 


Kalamuxwt In rextinc about 15 acres of a 19-acre plot from B.-4 
(<lu|!li!X(!$) to K-5 (multiple family dwellings). 


'J'hij .site «f lli« fira/KBd apartments is jusl south of Shoreham 


drive between Lakeshoro drive and Ihe railroad (racks. 


American Homestead had previously said the apartments 


would include 271) units in Iwo-aml-one-lialf slory buildings. The 
complex would include 108 one and 108 two-bedroom unils, ;!0 
three-bedroom unils, and .10 etficiency apartments. Renls would 
range from $165 lo $280, plus $10 for covered parking. 


Richard Tuinslra, vice president of the firm, said only 10 per 


cent of (he land would be occupied by the buildings Ihemsolves, 
leaving BO per cent of Iho land open lo recreation, landscaping, 
and other uses, 


The request was granted with Ihe slipulaliou that if a building 


permit was not obtained within one year, the land would revert 
lo ils orginal zoning. Supervisor Orval Benson explained that in 
essence this gives developers two years (o start construc- 
tion—one year to get the permit, and one year lo act on that 
permit. 


Tuinstra also showed a plan of Ihe aparlments, and notrd 


there will be only one cntrance/exil onlo Lake Shore drive The 
entrance/exit will have an apron added onto Lake Shore lo ease 
traffic, and will have a 300 foot deceleration lane inside the 


apartment grounds. 


Robert DeVrics made (he motion for the zoning change.. 
Trustees also heard a report from Police Chief Keith Mills, 


who slated Iho department has Iwo cars on Ihe road almost all 
Ihe lime. He said Ihe five officers in (lie two-week old force have 
worked G08 regular hours and 104 additional hours. He noted lite 
104 extra hours were donated by the officers because of their 
interest in the township, and the officers will not, nor do they 


(See Page 1J, Sec. 1 C»I, 7) 
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No Summer Brownouts Expected In Michigan 


Use Air Conditioners With 
Confidence!f 


1)1 I'ROIT (A!'} — When Michigan consumers switch on their 
air conditioners this summer they can do so with confidence! 
beiause slate utility companies do not anticipate problems 
meeting electric power demands. 


Detroit Edison Co. and Consumers Power Co. officials said it 


is "highly unlikely" their 2.7 million customers IhrouKhtout 
the slate will experience a "brownout" siith as occurred last 
summer because power reserves will be Iii|;her than they have 
been for nearly a decade, 


Indiana & Michigan Electric Co. which serves 69,1)00 cus- 


tomers in southwestern Michigan had no brownout last 
summer and doesn't expert one. tlii.s year. "It looks like we'll 
have enough to meet all needs and a Hllle more besides," said 


New Buffalo 
School Tax 
Wins Easily 


NEW BUFFALO — A seven-mill property tax levy for school 


operations was renewed here yesterday by New Buffalo school 
district voters. 


Election officials reported the vote WHS 643 in favor to 188 


against with 11 spoiled ballots, according to unofficial tabula- 
tions. Included were 45 absentee ballots. 


Passage means that the school board, which sought the 


renewal, will not be faced with (rimming Hie district's operating 
budget-. 


The issue, to run for three years, is to produce about 8225,1100 


annually. This year, the district's budget is $1.2 million, and 
school officials had said (he figure would have to be reduced to 
about SI million had (he issue lost. 


Slated for possible cutting were 23-teiiching stations and ex- 


tra-curricular activities. 


The levy replaces a similar levy which expired with this 


year's tax collections. It keeps the district's millagu rale at 21.6 
mills. 


Approval cleared (he way for further hoard consideration of a 


possible building program. In November, the board hired a 
Grand Rapids architectural firm, Daverman and Associates, to 
develop a future building program for the district. 


He Finally 
Gets Around 
To Owii Taxes 


LANSING,Mich. (AP) —The 
midnight deadline approached 


furled brow and nervous fingers 
rapping along the outline of 
receding hair bespoke an an- 
xious citizen trying to file his 
income tax on time. 


Hurry DeMaso, chairman of 


the Senate Taxation Committee, 
joined more than 7011.1101) other 
Michigan taxpayers in racing' 
the dock Monday. 


DeMaso said the weeks be 


spent studying the governor's 
complicated tax cut plan didn't 
leave lime to work on his own 
tax returns. 


"I know the government is 


going to have ti> come up ivilli 
something simpler than this to 
give people a chance," he 
snarled, licking the lead on his 
pencil. 


Internal Revenue Service, of- 


ficials estimated that between 
BOII.MO arid 700,000 Michigan 
residents were doing the sumo 
thing as De.Masoas (ho Monday 


John Tianyon, manager of I&M's Benton Harbor division. 


A "brownout," or voltage reduction, causes lights lo dim 


slightly and electric motors to run holler lhan normal. 


Officials said the generating capability this summer is ex- 


pected to be 13,70i) megawatts. Last year it was 11,500 
megawatts. 


The officials said they have combined their resources in the 


"Michigan Power Pool," which is expected to have a reserve 
of 25.2 per cent more power than the public will need during 
peak demand periods. 


The power pool, of which I&M is a member, is several years 


old. Member companies exchange power in time of need. New 
transmission lines and new generating pUmts have increased 
capacity. 
t r 
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Utility officials said when the"brownoul" occurred last July 


20 the pool had a reserve of only 17.8 per cent more power lliaii 
the public was likely to demand. 


Detroit Edison and Consumers were forced to cut voltage on 


power lines by 5 per cent for 6 hours when the demand for 
electricity reached 9,857 megawatts at a time when many 
power plants either had failed or were shut down for repairs, 
company officials said. 


W. Jack Mosley, Consumer Power vice president, said this 


summer's peak demand is expected to be 10,900 megawatts, up 
about 11 per cent from last year. 


He said the two companies will bring several new generating 


plants into production in time for the summer peak demand. 


Edison president William G. Meese told shareholders Mon- 


day that approximately 1.5 million kilowatts of generating 
capability will be added lo the company's system this year 
before July 1. 


He said Edison's 1973 generating capability additions 


include two new units at its Monroe power plant and the 
company's share of the output of the Ludington Pumped 
Storage plant. 


Meese noted that southeastern Michigan's demand for elec- 


tric energy is increasing about 7 per cent a year, a trend which 
is expected to continue, he said. 


"Despite all that you have read about the desirability ot 


energy conservation there is no indication that conservation, 
efforts wll have any appreciable effect on the demand for 
electricity in our service area," 


FORMER QUEENS: Marking* Blossomtime's 
Parade 50, a special part of Monday night's 1973' 
Miss Blossomtime pageant, was the recognition of 
10 former-Miss Blossomtimes From left, seated, 
are Joan Payne Thompson, 1940, who competed in 
the pageant as Miss Three Rivers; Anna Belle 
Dykstra Meiu, 19M Miss Kalamazoo; Annette 


Miller Hood, 1953 Miss Benton Harbor; and stand- 
ing from left, Louann DeLisle Exum, 1964 Miss 
Sodus; Aurora Gail Frielink Morse, 1965 Miss 
Lawrence; Debbie. Knox, 1972 Miss Edwardsburg; 
Nancy Reiner Milliron, 1958 Miss St. Joseph; Gerri 
Glidden Coffman, 1963 Miss Mattawan, and Martha 
Krause Smith, 1966 Miss Berrien Springs. Also 


present were Barbara Schoch, 1954 Miss New But-' 
falo, and Nancy Strejc, 1959 Miss Coloma. First 
queen, Catherine Burrell, Miss Benton Harbor, was 
crowned in 1924 and was chosen'by newspaper 
ballots. (Staff photo) 


for filing income tax forms. 


DeMaso, 
It-Battle 
Creek, 


promised his forms would be iti 
the mail on time, but pondered 
his desk spread with Lansing 
nonresident, 
Battle 
Creek 


nonresident, state and federal 
lax forms. 


"Oh, brother. When you como 


to the federal, if you include as a 
deduction a refund from slate 
and local income tax...Let's see. 
If I want to subtract state and 
city income, 1 first have to sub- 
tract out the city and then (lie 
state, 
then 
move 
up 
into 


federal...0h, 
brother. 
Let's 


see..." 


EVENING COURT 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) — 


Starting next Monday, Lansing 
District Court will hold evening 
sessions three nights per week 
as an experiment. 


Fairy Tale Pageant Held 


Colorful Costumes Signal Spring 


BY BARBARA AIAE'KS 


Staff Writer 


The magic of fantasy land was 


re-created last night as area 
beauties stepped through the 
cover of a fairy (ale for Miss 
Blossomtime 197X 


Queens from 28 communitites 


paraded in front of pages, a 
scroll and giant si/c pen at the 
Brnlnn Harbor high school 
gymnasium. The red pages 
edged in gold and colorfully let- 


Three Delinquent ADC 
Dads Get Their Orders 


Three daiis behind in support fnr children 


on ADC went to court Monday, and Berrien 
circuit judges: 


—Ordered one lo spend SO days in jail. 
—Ordered another lo find.work in 30 days 


or go lo jail. 


—And ordered the third to begin paying off 


a $909.50 arrearage at SID a week. 


.ludgc Chester .T. Byrns ordered 30 days of 


Jail for Ollie Kiscr, 21, of 587 East Britain, 
Benton Harbor, after finding him in con- 
tempt for a $12(1 arrearage for one child <m 
ADC, George Westfichl, Berrien friend of ihc 
court, reported. 


Frank Smilh, Jr., of 71!) East High, Henlon 


Harbor, was found in contempt by Judge 
William S. While for arrearages totaling $897 
for three children oti AOC and was ordered to 
gel a job in DO days or spend 31) days in jail, 
Wcstfield reported. 


If he fails to find work after release, it's 


hack to jail. Smith also was put on a si\- 
. month probation, 


Robert Lolmaugh, of 617 North 12th slreet, 


Miles, was found in contempt by Judge White 
for S!)0!).50 arrears for three children on ADC 
and was put on a six-month probation and 
ordered lo execute a wage assignment for $45 
weekly support and Sit) weekly on arrears, 
Wcstfield reported. 


lercd cover of (lie book formed a 
spectacular back drop for the 
lovely ladies. 


The cover of the book cxlenci- 


cd to the ceiling and the en- 
trance for the queens was 
enhanced by the Cavaliers, 
Geoff Isaac and Jimmie Lee Jr. 


Jimmie's costume was pink 


and purple trimmed with gold 
braid and he wore a black hat 
wilh purple plumes. Geoff wore 
a blue nn blue outfit trimmed 
with silver braid and his black 
liat had blue plumes. 


The New Miss Blossomtime, 


Deborah /ernke of Bridgman, 
wore a red voile'gown. The 
hoilice was trimmed with venise 
lace and satin ribbons. The 
dress featured a 
high neck; 


long fitted sleeves and a flared 
skirt wilh a large ruffle at the 
bottom. 


Melissa Ann Young, Miss 


Watervliet, 
first runner-up, 


wore a multi-colored taffeta 
gown with empire waistline and 
pink salin cumberbuud. Ruffles 
trimmed the neckline and long 
sleeves. 


Jill Herman, Miss Benton 


Harbor, second runner-up, wore 
a while chiffon over moire gown 
with 
natural waistline and 


standing collar trimmed wilh 
gold lace. 


Debbie Knox, Miss Blossom- 


time 1972, opened the pageant 


• wearing a red gown trimmed 


with silver down the front, 
around the neckline and on the 
cut-out back, Her magic wand 
sprinkled star dust for all the 
queens. For the crowning of 
Miss Blossomtime 1973, Miss 
Knox wore a pink gown with 
bodice overlay of silver and 
pearls. 


White was the most popular 


color of gowns this year and the 
majority of the girls preferred 
long sleeves and high necklines. 


Oilier contestants choosing 


while were Dorcen Vravis, Miss 
New Buffalo, Susan Jane Davis, 
Miss 
Coloma; 
Susan 
Beth 


Taylor, Miss St. Joseph; Karen 
f'alak. Miss Baroda; Desiree 
Kruger, Miss Lawlon, and Nicki 
Knobloch, Miss Mattawan. 


Wearing white and pastel 


colors combined were Deborah 
Sue Luke, 
Miss 
Buchanan; 


Dcnise Brown, Miss Bangor; 
Susan Shuran, Miss Stevcns- 
villc, and Paula Muday, Miss 
La wren ce. 


Choosing yellow gowns were 


Crystal Fisher, Miss Decatnr: 
Marica Harfert, Miss New Troy; 
Paula Soales, Miss Edwards- 
burg, and Janie Cericola, Miss 
Blorimingdale. 


Shades of blue were wore by 


Debbie James, Miss Galien; 
Eunice Price, Miss Covert; 
Sandra Kay Watson, Miss Cas- 
sopolis, and Tressia Cramer, 
•Miss South Haven. 


Pink was worn by Ellen Marie 


Shepard, Miss Gobies: Sherri 
Suttcrficld, Miss Nilos, and 
Helen McCracken, Miss Eau 
Claire. 


Variations o! green were wore 


by Donna Maire Paulson, Miss 
Dbwagiac, in turquoise; Michelc 


Amabile, Miss Sodus', In mint, 
•and Kimbcrly Shaffer, Miss 
Berrieu Springs, in aqua. Dehra 
Coombc, Miss Hartford, choose 
an orchid gown. 


The gowns were trimmed 


wilh rhincstones, embroidered 
flowers and ruffles. The skirts 


were flowing and some of the 
queens choose the h,igh neckline 
with halter back. 


Master of ceremonies, Orion 


Samuelson, WGN-TV sported 
a blue ruffled shirt with black 
tie, light blue and white printed 
jacket and black pants. 


RUNNERS-UP: Jill Herman,' loft, Miss Benton Harbor, was second runner-up 
and Missy Young, Miss Watervliet, was first runner-up to Miss Blossomtime 
Monday night. Miss Herman is a senior at Benton Harbor high school and Miss 
Young is a senior at Watervliet high school. The former plans a career as a 
physical education teacher while Miss Watervliet plans to attend Ferris State 
college and enter the medical field. (Staff photo) 


